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39[2.05, 3, 4, 5, 9, 13.05, 13.15].-J. WALSH, Editor, Numerical Analysis: An Intro- 
duction, Thompson Book Co., Washington, D. C., 1967, xiv + 212 pp., 24 cm. 
Price $12.00. 

This informative book is based on a series of lectures delivered at a symposium 
organized by the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications at Birmingham, 
England in July 1965. It is addressed principally to nonspecialists in numerical 
analysis engaged in applying numerical techniques to the solution of problems in 
both pure and applied mathematics. 

The lectures have been arranged in twelve chapters, which are largely self- 
contained. Especially helpful to the reader are the up-to-date references appended 
to the successive chapters, which direct his further study up to the frontiers of 
current research. 

Following a condensed general survey by L. Fox, the topics considered in the 
succeeding chapters include linear algebraic equations, eigensystems of matrices, 
the numerical solution of both ordinary and partial differential equations, poly- 
nomial and rational approximation to functions of one variable, minimization of 
functions of several variables, application of computers to pure mathematics, 
mathematical techniques in operations research, industrial applications of numerical 
analysis, and computation in British school and university teaching. 

In addition to Professor Fox, the contributors are D. W. Martin, J. H. Wilkin- 
son, J. C. P. Miller, Joan Walsh, H. H. M. Pike, A. R. Curtis, M. J. D. Powell, 
H. P. F. Swinnerton-Dyer, S. Vajda, H. P. Y. Hitch, H. H. Robertson, M. E. 
Silvester, R. Hetherington, A. J. Moakes, and J. Crank. 

This series of lectures constitutes a valuable, timely supplement to the similar 
series of lectures offered by the National Bureau of Standards in 1957 and 1959, 
which are also available in book form [1]. 

J. W. W. 

1. JOHN TODD, Editor, A Survey of Numerical Analysis, McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1962. (See 
Math. Comp., v. 17, 1963, p. 89, RMT 3.) 

40[2.10].-BRUCE S. BERGER & ROBERT DANSON, Tables of Zeros and Weights for 
Gauss-Laguerre Quadrature, ms. of 4 typewritten pp. + 15 computer sheets 
deposited in the UMT file. 

These manuscript tables consist of 24S approximations in floating-point form 
to the abscissas, XkN; the weights, akN; and the weights multiplied by exp XkN associ- 
ated with the Gauss-Laguerre quadrature formula for N = 100, 150, 200, and 300. 

According to the introductory text, the underlying calculations were performed 
on a CDC 6600 system, using double-precision floating-point operations accurate to 
about 30S. The zeros of the corresponding Laguerre polynomials were calculated by 
Newton's method and were checked by the relations ZIV XkN - N2 and H IV=i XkN 

= N! to 26S and 24S, respectively. Similar summation tests were applied to akN and 
to a akN *XkN, for n = 1, 7, and 15. These check relations were adapted from those 
employed by Rabinowitz and Weiss [1]. 

The present tables constitute a useful supplement to the extensive 30S tables of 
Stroud and Secrest [2]. 

J. W. W. 


